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INTRODUCTION 

111.is guid has been prepared partly to answer the many riequ sb of South Carolina 
anglers for such a pu blfoalion. I t.s pwpose is to incr,ease the awareness 1of the 6shcmnan to 
the varieties ofbillBsh, mackerel, little tuna, and tuna which may be caught otTthe coast of 
South1 Carolina and to aid in the ideoti6cation of these fish. 

AD species of billfi.sh, mackerel, tittle tuna, and tuna ltkely to occur off t&e coast of 
South Carolina are discussed. Ten of the species have never been authenticated as having 
been taken on rod and reef o!f the South Carolina coast. although they are known to occur 
both, north and south of here and some have even been taken by commercial gear. These 
ten species are: sword:Ssh., longbill spearfish, Atlantic mackerel1 chub maclcerel, cero 
(mack~e.l). buUet maclcere]. frigate mackerel, a1bacore, bigeye tuna and bluefin tuna. The 
capture ,of .any of these species sbould be reported immediately to the Recreational 
Fisheries Section. South Carolin Wildlire and Marine Resowce.s. Department. 

The grouping of the species discussed does not always adhere to the scienti:Gc 
dassiftcation" but rather 1to the general resemblance of a species to a group. The .21 specie 
ldenti6 d be11e are parated Jnto four d ivisions. 'fie first division-the Billfishes­
includ s two families (Istiophorida.e and Xiphiidae). The other three Mackerels, Little 
Tunas and Tunas-are in a single diverse family (ScombriJae). Common and scientific 
names used in this gllid are those which are accepted by the American Fisheries Society 
as standard fn:r th'e species. 

FI SH IDE IFICATIO 
The terms used here to Jdentify tbe various species of fish may not be familiar to all 

fishermen so they 1are defined in 'th · termioofogy section and most are illustrated dio.­
gr.unatically in Figure l . Care should be taken to follow the correct procedure for 
obtaining all mea.suremeqt . It is important, especially in bill8sh~ and tunas. to note live 
co!orpatt~ms (specificallyin the fins and body markings). Jn identifymga6shone should 
look at the whole fish first and th n at individual morphologic-al ~haracter!i . This guide 
presents the major distingui.Shing characters for each species in 'bold-face type. 

RABE OR UNCERTAIN CATCHES 
When attempting to identify fish, th re is always the po ibility ofvariaHon in one 

or more characteristics, and the fish might even be an undescribed sped so that no given 
description flu. The fish rm.an should oontact a qualified pe:rson in the Bsheries 6eld when 
a &h can not be ldentiHed~ A new species ·o£billfish. the lo_ngbill _speamsh" was described 
from ecimens collec:t·ed almost entirely by sports&hermen. Information &om a11gler 
on the landing of odd fish ts of great importance to science and the need for th.is feed-back 
is stressed heire again. 
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